MassBays brings people
together to work toward
resilient ecosystems an
communities

Photo credits (left, clockwise from top left): J.Simpson,
L.Keeran, S.Gersh, A.Miller, B.Rickerts

Addressing climate
change, water pollution,
and habitat loss requires
collaboration.

MassBays brings together federal,
state, and local agencies, as well as
universities and local nonprofit
organizations to respond to
environmental challenges, including:

Sea level rise, which floods salt
marshes and rocky shores, as well as
roads and buildings.

Higher water temperature, which
influences which animals and plants
can live in our coastal waters.

More carbon dioxide, which makes it

harder for oysters to make their shells.

Shorter, heavier rainstorms, which
carry more pollution into rivers and
estuaries, and cause erosion of
riverbanks and shorelines.

We all benefit from clean water and healthy habitats!

Even people who live further from shore are connected to the ocean. Coastal
ecosystems and the organisms that live there support our communities with food,
protection, and recreation. MassBays is dedicated to providing technical support,
education, and hands-on assistance to anyone seeking to protect, restore, and
enhance coastal habitats in the Bays.

More ways to explore...

BOSTON HARBOR HABITAT ATLAS [beta version]
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Characterization of the 68 assessment areas in
MassBays' planning area was carried out in 2015,
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and updated in 2017.

The "Layer List" at far right includes each data set
used. For information about the data layer, click on
the three dots next to the layer name, and select
"show item details" from the pop-up box. A new tab
will open with background information about that
data set, including the source, date generated, anda ¢+ o
more detailed description of what the map symbol B,
represents.

Click on the box to the left of the layer name to
display those data on the map, and click again to
turn the data layer off. There are two boxes for
"Land Cover Land Use," click on the first to seethe =
data layers on the map, and the second to see the v
legend.

e AR ROCKY INTERTIDAL
e —— i R VIRTUAL TOUR

Welcome to the World's End

These data showcase the significant diversity within Sl -
Reservation in Hingham.

the MassBays planning area, and among the 68
assessment areas. Closer examination of the data
makes it clear that physical characteristics like
geomorphology (land-shapes) and hydrology (tidal
and freshwater inflow), along with land use (best
indicated by impervious surface), influence water
quality and habitat conditions in the estuaries.
MassBays will continue to support efforts to
compensate for the impacts of impervious surface -
on water aualitv hv contralling and treating
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Why it Matters

The National Estuary Program is a
non-regulatory, EPA-funded
program charged by Congress
with monitoring, protecting, and
restoring coastal habitats. We take
that charge very seriously!

Contact our staff &
regional coordinators
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Scan to see

projects funded
by MassBays



